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Biographical Note

The Reverend Thomas Phelan dedicated more than four decades of his life to Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute (RPI), where he served as chaplain, professor, dean, historian, and
special adviser to the president.

A native of Troy, New York, Phelan began his long association with RPI in 1959 when he
was named the resident Catholic chaplain. Rev. Phelan’s legacy to Rensselaer includes
building the Chapel + Cultural Center, which opened in 1968. Phelan, who was named
dean of the School of Humanities and Social Sciences (H&SS) in 1972 and served in that
capacity until 1994, is credited with overseeing the renovation of the Russell Sage
Laboratory to bring H&SS onto the main campus, and developing a strong faculty focused
on bridging the humanities and technology.
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Phelan’s contributions to the community outside of Rensselaer were also numerous. He is
known as the founding president of the Hudson Mohawk Industrial Gateway, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to preserving and fostering pride in the local communities that
played a major role in the industrial revolution. He also served as chairman of WMHT
Educational Telecommunications, and was a leader or member of a host of ecumenical,
mental health, historic, and educational groups.

He also wrote extensively, on historical theology, American material culture (especially as it
reflects our industrial heritage), and higher education. He is perhaps best known for his
writings on the American Industrial Revolution, using the Troy area as a model for
understanding the implications of industrialization in U.S. history.

Phelan’s work through the years earned him numerous honors. He was elected a fellow of
the Society for the Arts, Religion and Contemporary Culture in 1972. He was awarded the
Albany League of Arts Award for Distinguished Contributions to the Arts, the Albert Fox
Demers Medal for distinguished service to Rensselaer in 1986, the first Community Service
Award from the Hudson-Mohawk Consortium of Colleges and Universities in 1987, and the
Academic Citizens Laureate Award from the State University of New York Foundation at
Albany in 1988. In 2005 the Institute created the Thomas Phelan Endowed Chair in the
Humanities and Social Sciences to recognize an outstanding scholar who has contributed
significantly to an understanding of the relationship of material culture to the history and
development of society.

Scope and Content

The bulk of this collection consists of student research papers written for Phelan’s
undergraduate courses from the mid 1970s until 1994. Paper topics reflect the nature of the
courses taught, such as Medieval art and American architecture and artifacts. However, a
large percentage of the papers pertain to local history, reflecting the popularity of Phelan’s
course “Troy: A 19th Century Industrial City.” These papers illustrate the wide ranging
interests of both the professor and his students, with subjects such as transportation
(canals, bridges, railroads, steamboats, street cars), industry and industrial archeology (iron
and steel manufacturing, paper and textile industries, collar making), local figures (Henry
Burden, Sanford Cluett, Erastus Corning, Uri Gilbert, John Griswold, Kate Mullany, Russell
Sage, Canvass White, etc.), workers’ living conditions, 19th century entertainment, religious
and ethnic groups, and a variety of other topics.

There is also a small amount of miscellaneous research material compiled by or for Phelan,
including research notes, photocopied articles, photographs, negatives, and slides. Topics
are similar to those listed above. In addition, there are typed transcripts of documents
pertaining to Stephen van Rensselaer which were originally transcribed for William Bertrand
Fink's 1950 dissertation "Stephen van Rensselaer: The Last Patroon."

Arrangement

Organized in four series: 1. Graded title pages (access restricted); 2. Student research
papers; 3. Research materials; 4. Transcriptions regarding Stephen van Rensselaer. Series
1 and 2 are arranged chronologically and then alphabetically by authors' last names within
each semester. Series 3 is arranged alphabetically. Series 4 was removed from binders and
reflects their original order.
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Inventory

Series I: Graded Title Pages (Access Restricted)

Box Folder Contents Date
1 1 Student Research Paper Cover Sheets (with grades) 1981-1983
  2 Student Research Paper Cover Sheets (with grades) 1983-1985
  3 Student Research Paper Cover Sheets (with grades) 1985-1986
  4 Student Research Paper Cover Sheets (with grades) 1986-1989
  5 Student Research Paper Cover Sheets (with grades) 1989-1992
  6 Student Research Paper Cover Sheets (with grades) 1992-1994,

n.d.

Series II: Student Research Papers

Box Folder Contents Date
2 1 Wilson, Richard; "The Paper Manufacturing Industry in Troy,

Cohoes, Watervliet, and Green Island."
Fall 1973

  2 Lipscomb, Donald E.; "John Griswold & The Monitor." Fall 1974
  3 Thibadeau, Bartholomew T.; "A History of the Development of

Water Power for the Mt. Ida - Poestenkill Gorge Industrial
Complex."

Summer 1975

  4 Jarushewsky, Leslie; "Margaret Olivia Slocum Sage." Fall 1975
  5 Urban, Val; "RPI's Connection with Local Industry." Fall 1975
  6 Bernstein, R.; "A Guide to Architecture of Row Houses." 1977
  7 Campbell, Elizabeth J.; "The History of Negro Americans in

Troy, New York During the Nineteenth Century."
Fall 1977

  8 Crall, Karen; "Working Conditions in the Mills." Fall 1977
  9 Jordan, Kathleen; "The Development of the Troy Savings Bank in

the Nineteenth Century."
Fall 1977

  10 Kraus, Lyn, Irene Pridans and Joyce Trueblood; "The Recording
of the Rensselaer and Saratoga Green Island Roundhouse."

Fall 1977

  11 Lee, V. Vincent; "The Phoenix Iron Co." Fall 1977
  12 McCabe, Michael J.; "Notes on West Hall." Fall 1977
  13 Tripi, Thomas A.; "Industry of the Upper Wynantskill." Fall 1977
  14 Trueblood, Joyce L.; "The Influence of Charles Bulfinch on the

Architecture of Boston."
Spring 1978

  15 Bazley, Jacquelyn; "Child Labor in the Industrial Revolution as
Reflected in the Harmony Mills."

Fall 1978

  16 Giguere, Brian and Barry Loveland; "Recording of Bridge T-
14.21."

Fall 1978

  17 Shanahan, Paul F.; "Labor Movement in the Iron Industry." Fall 1978
  18 Tyler, Kathryn B.; "David H. Van Auken: Harmony Mill No. 3." Fall 1978
  19 Yerazunis, Betsy; "The Lansingburgh Academy and the New

York State Public School System."
Fall 1978

  20 Blatz, Stephen E.; "Iron Worker Housing in Troy, N.Y." Fall 1980
  21 Dearborn, Lynne; "A Survey of the Social Services of 19th

Century Troy."
Fall 1980

  22 Dombrowski, Michael W.; "All Roads Lead to Troy: The Sources
of Troy's Iron Foundries."

Fall 1980
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  23 Dombrowski, Michael W.; "Worker Housing in Troy and
Cohoes."

Fall 1980

  24 Dormady, Daniel T.M.; "The Introduction of Steam Engines in
Troy Iron Foundries."

Fall 1980

  25 Hupala, Rose Marie E.; "A Biographical Sketch of Canvass
White."

Fall 1980

  26 Kramer, Francis J., Jr.; "The Troy Gasholder House." Fall 1980
  27 Perez, Claire; "Erastus Corning." Fall 1980
  28 Quinn, Kelly J.; "Benjamin Marshall." Fall 1980
  29 Roskopf, Beth; "A Comparison of the Water Power Development

on Mt. Ida to that of the Canal Raceways of Lockport, NY."
Fall 1980

  30 Sampedro, Jose M.; "Marcus F. Cummings: His Stylistic
Sources."

Fall 1980

  31 Stidham, John; "Politics and Upward Mobility in Troy, New York
1850-1875."

Fall 1980

3 1 Lantman, Chris; "Stained Glass: A Medieval Art Form." Spring 1981
  2 Cohen, Allan and Gabe Israelevitz; "The Jewish Immigration into

19th Century Troy."
Fall 1981

  3 Dean, Kevin A.; "A History of the Troy Waterworks." Fall 1981
  4 Fairweather, Bruce A.; "The History and Impact of the Western

Railroad of Massachusetts on the Mohawk-Hudson Area."
Fall 1981

  5 Furness, Melanie; "The Changing Structure of the Family in the
Nineteenth Century."

Fall 1981

  6 Hall, David; "Dating the Second Power System on the
Poestenkill."

Fall 1981

  7 Herman, Bruce; "Troy Gas and Electric Companies." Fall 1981
  8 Koski, Peter A. and Kurt A. Weiss; "Richmond Iron Furnace

Survey."
Fall 1981

  9 Kuldell, Randall; "Armenian Immigration in Troy." Fall 1981
  10 LaPosta, James; "The Citizens Steamboat Company." Fall 1981
  11 Macpherson, Scott; "Erastus Corning." Fall 1981
  12 Makuch, Kim; "Kate Mullany - One of America's First Women

Labor Leaders."
Fall 1981

  13 Martens, Michele M.; "Troy 19th Century Monumental Stone
Carvers."

Fall 1981

  14 Muth, Stephen; "Troy Coaches." Fall 1981
  15 Panetta, Thomas; "State Dam and Sloop Lock." Fall 1981
  16 Pfister, Katherine E.; "Three Novels About Troy, N.Y." Fall 1981
  17 Pflug, Sandy; "Uri Gilbert." Fall 1981
  18 Riccitelli, Mary; "A Short History of the Green Island Railroad

Shops."
Fall 1981

  19 Rubenstein, Carl; "The Empire Foundry and Related Businesses." Fall 1981
  20 Stellato, Anthony; "Canvass White." Fall 1981
  21 Szemansco, Mike; "Greek Revival Housing on Second Street in

Troy."
Fall 1981

  22 Carlson, Wendy; "The Development of the American Quilt." Spring 1982
  23 Hall, David; "Joseph Henry Hidley - Folk Painter." Spring 1982
  24 Nudi, Joel T.; "The Introduction and Development of the Row

House in America."
Spring 1982

  25 Altena, Frank; "Troy Made Corkscrews." Fall 1982
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  26 Bennett, Richard; "Edward Carter, Manufacturer of Woodworking
Tools."

Fall 1982

  27 Carlton-Jones, Chris; "A Short History of the Rensselaer and
Saratoga Railroad."

Fall 1982

  28 Esemplare, Diane Julia; "Ashley's Tavern." Fall 1982
  29 Ginsburg, David A.; "Troy University Building." Fall 1982
  30 Hawkins, Charles F.; "John Griswold in Congress." Fall 1982
  31 Hayden, Daniel; "The Changing Work Conditions in Nineteenth

Century Industrial America and Its Subsequent Effects on the
American Worker's Values."

Fall 1982

  32 Howes, Pam and Sue Poleto; "The William H. Frear Company." Fall 1982
  33 Hyatt, Lauri; "Kate Mullany." Fall 1982
  34 Katz, William; "A Model of the Walking Beam Engine from the

Francis Skiddy."
Fall 1982

  35 Lafreniere, Suzanne; "A General Overview of Some of the
Activities Associated with the Hudson River and the Erie Canal
in the Area that Was Called West Troy."

Fall 1982

  36 Mistur, Mark S.; "The Changing Structure of the 19th Century
American Family."

Fall 1982

  37 Mitchell, Jane P.; "Black Americans in 19th Century Troy: A
Social History."

Fall 1982

  38 Neumann, Kevin T.; "The Erie Canal and Its Effect Upon
Watervliet."

Fall 1982

  39 Rice, Alan; "Jones Trolley Car Company of Watervliet, New
York."

Fall 1982

  40 Scarbrough, Paul H.; "Rensselaer & Saratoga Railroad." Fall 1982
  41 Schramm, Robert; "A Review of the Life of Uri Gilbert: A

Leading Trojan."
Fall 1982

  42 Sergeant, Peter F.; "Ferries in Troy." Fall 1982
  43 Stelian, Anda; "Metal Architecture in the 19th Century." Fall 1982
  44 Van Aller, Lu-Ann; "Major Fires in 19th Century Troy." Fall 1982
4 1 Austin, Stephen; "The Rebuilding of Troy After the Fire of 1862." Fall 1983
  2 Cruse, David; "Power Canals Off of the Watervliet Cut." Fall 1983
  3 Del Favero, Brendan A.; "The Effect of the Erie Canal on the

Growth and Development of Cohoes, New York."
Fall 1983

  4 Dorman, Jeffrey; "The Growth of the Stove Industry in the U.S.
with Focus on P.P. Stewart's Contributors."

Fall 1983

  5 Fisher, Deborah; "Harmony Hill Union Sabbath School." Fall 1983
  6 Foster, Elizabeth;"Titus Eddy's Currency Ink." Fall 1983
  7 Garyantes, Mike; "The Union Bridge." Fall 1983
  8 Gordon, Meredith; "Henry Burden's Horseshoe Machine." Fall 1983
  9 Jones, J. Delaine; "Domestic Innovation." Fall 1983
  10 Lethin, Peter E.; "John August Griswold." Fall 1983
  11 Pacheco, Ronald; "The Collar, Cuff, and Shirt Industry of

Nineteenth Century Troy."
Fall 1983

  12 Quinn, M. Aidan; "The Original Erie and Champlain Canals As
They Originally Passed Through Cohoes."

Fall 1983

  13 Stevens, John H.; "John Flack Winslow." Fall 1983
  14 Syska, Elizabeth; "Steamboats Built in Troy After 1837." Fall 1983
  15 Terach, Barry; "The History of Green Island." Fall 1983
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  16 Winkley, Steven; "Aspects of the Interrelationships Between Troy
and Cohoes in the 19th Century."

Fall 1983

  17 Bifulco, Harry P.; "Bridges Across the Mohawk River from
Watervliet to Cohoes."

Fall 1984

  18 Brodfuehrer, Steven P.; "The Manning Paper Co." Fall 1984
  19 Budd, Dan; "Burden's Horseshoe Machines." Fall 1984
  20 Burnet, Anne; "The Migration of French Canadians to Cohoes in

the Nineteenth Century."
Fall 1984

  21 Camadella, Chris; "The Thompkins Brothers Knitting Machine." Fall 1984
  22 Cantella, Mary Ellen and Richard Peckham; "Mill Architecture: A

Comparison Between Lowell and Cohoes."
Fall 1984

  23 Dziedziech, Elizabeth M.; "Henry Ford and Green Island." Fall 1984
  24 Friedman, Donald; "The Schenectady and Troy Railroad." Fall 1984
  25 Ireland, Dan; "Night Life in the Nineteenth Century Industrial

City."
Fall 1984

  26 McCormick, Jim; "The Rockwell Falls Fiber Company Mills." Fall 1984
  27 Neighbour, Edward H. and Adam Weiner; "An Analysis of the

Housing of South Troy."
Fall 1984

  28 Rozzi, Helen; "The Political Structure of Cohoes as it Developed
in the 19th Century."

Fall 1984

  29 Simon, Paul; "The Beginnings and Development of the Shirt
Industry in Nineteenth Century Troy."

Fall 1984

  30 Spencer, Scot T.; "The Hot Bed of Freedom, Troy's Role in the
Underground Railroad."

Fall 1984

  31 Tanguay, Peter; "The Entertainment History of Troy." Fall 1984
  32 Tinsley, Richard N.; "Amos Eaton's Influence on the

Development of the Troy Female Seminary."
Fall 1984

  33 Wang, Landy and Jennifer Young; "A Comparison of Cohoes,
New York and Lowell, Massachusetts."

Fall 1984

  34 Armatrada, John; "Man & Nature in the Middle Ages." Spring 1985
  35 Kennard, Noel; "The Abbey Church of Saint-Denis." Spring 1985
  36 Prengaman, David; "The Great French Rose Windows." Spring 1985
  37 Brook, Richard; "The Button Fire Engine Company of

Waterford."
Fall 1985

  38 Buchalter, Charles Philip; "Early Extant Bridges in Troy." Fall 1985?
  39 Carr, Douglas and Rohit Masra; "A Study of the Steamboat Cities

of Troy and Saratoga."
Fall 1985

  40 Colby, Richard; "Street Railways and Worker Travel to the
Burden Iron Works in South Troy."

Fall 1985

  41 Cramer, Keith; "The Fortress." Fall 1985
  42 DeLeonardis, Peter; "Steamboat 'Troy'." Fall 1985
  43 Duke, Jonathan; "Health Hazards in the Early Textile Industry." Fall 1985
  44 Feller, Edward; "Russell Sage." Fall 1985
  45 Floyd, Barry; "Behr Manning Sandpaper Company." Fall 1985?
  46 Fowler, Michael; "The Original Troy City Plan." Fall 1985
  47 Gallagher, Richard; "A Historical Survey of the Rensselaer and

Saratoga Railroad Repair Shops in Green Island."
Fall 1985

  48 Jordan, Brian; "Watervliet Arsenal and the Big Guns." Fall 1985
5 1 Keatley, J. Owen; "The Smart Paper Mills on the Wynantskill." Fall 1985
  2 Kelley, Glenn; "A Comparison of the Iron Industry in Troy and Fall 1985
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Pittsburgh Before 1875."
5 3 LaRosa, Scott; "Erastus Corning." Fall 1985
  4 Montrym, Joseph P.; "Cohoes Head Gate House." Fall 1985
  5 Pabst, David; "The Weigh Lock in Maplewood." Fall 1985
  6 Pasinella, Robert L.; "The Frear Building." Fall 1985
  7 Pedicini, Jeff; "A Chronological Treatise on the Growth of the

Detachable Collar Industry in Troy, New York."
Fall 1985

  8 Philhower, Robert; "Rensselaer and Saratoga Railroad Bridges
Across the Mouth of the Mohawk River."

Fall 1985

  9 Rose, David William; "History of the Troy and Greenbush
Railroad Association."

Fall 1985

  10 Sun, John; "Sanford Lockwood Cluett and the Sanforizing
Process."

Fall 1985

  11 Terribile, Matthew; "J.M. Jones Sons' Company of Watervliet." Fall 1985
  12 Amarante, Jose; "The Building of Frear." Fall 1986
  13 Bensky, Andrew; "The Architecture of New York Around and

Before 1850."
Fall 1986

  14 Breitkreuz, Kenneth A.; "Harmony Mills: Number Two" Fall 1986
  15 Caron, Patrick; "The Old and Established Jones and Co.: An Old

Troy Bell Foundry."
Fall 1986

  16 Caserta, Richard E.; "A Review of the Cohoes Head Gatehouse." Fall 1986
  17 Delp, Warren; "Johnny Evers." Fall 1986
  18 Dent, Laura E.; "French Canadian Immigration to Cohoes, New

York."
Fall 1986

  19 Desy, James F.; "Big Guns of the Watervliet Arsenal." Fall 1986
  20 Daroowalla, Rayomand P.; "An Architectural Study of the

Rensselaer County Courthouse."
Fall 1986

  21 Driscoll, Tim; "Irish Ethnic Life in Nineteenth Century Troy." Fall 1986
  22 Egan, Michael P.; "The Troy Fenians and the Raid of 1866." Fall 1986
  23 Hellriegel, Stephen V.R.; "A Study of the Rensselaer and

Saratoga Car Shops at Green Island, New York."
Fall 1986

  24 Kazunas, John T.; "The Brush Industry of Lansingburgh." Fall 1986
  25 Kebart, Alan; "The Button Fire Engine Company of Waterford,

New York."
Fall 1986

  26 Krajec, Russell;"John LaMountain." Fall 1986
  27 Krupin, Michael; "Erastus Corning." Fall 1986
  28 Lechter, Maxine; "Oakwood Cemetery." Fall 1986
  29 Mattheou, Constantine; "William H. Sylvis." Fall 1986
  30 Mazzia, David; "John Morrissey." Fall 1986
  31 Meaney, David F.; "Development of Commerce in the Late

Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century in Philadelphia."
Fall 1986

  32 Neimeyer, Robert G.; "A Concise History of the Simmons Axe
Company, Cohoes, New York."

Fall 1986

  33 Olsen, Stuart; "The Origin of the Mohawk Paper Mill." Fall 1986
  34 Purins, Eriks; "A Look At the Social Importance of Saloons in

Nineteenth Century Troy."
Fall 1986

  35 Ratazzi, E. Paul; "A History of AL Tech Specialty Steel Corp. of
Watervliet, N.Y."

Fall 1986

  36 Rowe, Stephanie; "Architectural Development of the Area from
River Street to Third Street between Ferry and Congress."

Fall 1986
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  37 Seelye, David; "Methodism in Troy During the Industrial
Revolution."

Fall 1986

  38 Stamos, Lucinda; "Formation of the Troy Police Department." Fall 1986
  39 Stanford, John; "The Mechanical Interlocking Plants of the Troy

Union Railroad."
Fall 1986

  40 Stanford, John; "Troja Fuit." Fall 1986
  41 White, Thomas J.; "Disasters Along the Hudson River." Fall 1986
  42 Wieczorek, Ted; "The Origins of the Norton Abrasives Company

of Watervliet, N.Y."
Fall 1986

  43 Wooster, Catherine; "Health Hazards in 19th Century Textile
Mills."

Fall 1986

  44 Woytowitz, Gunter; "The Manufacture of Lighting Gas in Troy." Fall 1986
  45 Zerbe, Glenn H.; "Canvass and Hugh White." Fall 1986
6 1 Caye, John; "Forces that Converge to Bring About the Harmony

of the Romanesque and the Glory of the Gothic."
Spring 1987

  2 Rousselle, Paul; "Cluny." Spring 1987
  3 Rousselle, Paul; "Medieval Architecture and Art." Spring 1987
  4 Seelye, David; "The Forces that Converged to Bring the Glory of

the Gothic and the Harmony of the Romanesque."
Spring 1987

  5 Vlcek, Brian; "Forces that Converge to Bring About the Harmony
of the Romanesque and the Glory of the Gothic."

Spring 1987

  6 Weimer, Allan; "Castles and Walled Cities." Spring 1987
  7 Weimer, Allan; "The Middle Ages." Spring 1987
  8 Hessinger, Raymond; "Railroad YMCA of Troy, New York." Fall 1987
  9 Hirsch, Jordan; "The Industrial Development of Brooklyn in the

Nineteenth Century."
Fall 1987

  10 Jaasma, Kyle E.; "The Troy Haymakers of 1871 - 1872." Fall 1987
  11 Mueller, Richard R.; "The Steamboat Saratoga." Fall 1987
  12 Ramstead, John; "The Basic Bessemer Process." Fall 1987
  13 Raphael, Eric; "Coach and Carriage Builders in Troy, New York

During the Industrial Revolution."
Fall 1987

  14 Rottenbucher, Robert; "Steamboat Troy." Fall 1987
  15 Sleichen, Richard; "The Wynantskill Creek and Its Mills in

Albia."
Fall 1987

  16 Unger, Lori; "An Architectural Study of a Collar Factory of the
Early 19th Century."

Fall 1987

  17 Van Buren, Peter; "The John S. Tilley Ladder Company." Fall 1987
  18 Belmont, Scott A.; "Starbuck Brothers, Iron Founders and

Machinists."
Fall 1988

  19 Bossolini, Francis J.; "The Grand Saratoga Hotels." Fall 1988
  20 Palermo, Rosann; "Ross Valve Company." Fall 1988
  21 Shikrallah, William L.; "Troy Stagecoaches vs. Concord

Stagecoaches: A Question of Quality or Timing?"
Fall 1988

  22 Southwell, Lisa Ann; "A Comparison of Bessemer Steel
Manufacturing in Troy, New York and Wyandotte, Michigan."

Fall 1988

  23 Urner, Jim; "The Struggle to Construct a Bridge Across the
Hudson River at Albany, N.Y."

Fall 1988

  24 Wieczorek, Ted; "History of the Ross Valve Company." Fall 1988
  25 Ainsworth, Stephen; "The Struggle to Build a Railroad Bridge at

Albany."
Fall 1989
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  26 Ball, James A.; "A House History of 185 Second Street, Troy,
New York."

Fall 1989

  27 Barry, John E.; "The Cohoes Rolling Mill: A History." Fall 1989
  28 Bossolini, Joseph; "The Textile Industry, Cohoes, N.Y. and the

Hope Knitting Company."
Fall 1989

  29 Crotty, Paul; "The Trojan." Fall 1989
  30 Fiorentino, Philip; "History of the Tompkins Brothers (Machine

Co.)"
Fall 1989

  31 Larson, Andrea [?]; "A History of the Mohawk Paper Company
of Cohoes and Waterford and Its Papermaking Process."

Fall 1989

  32 Lloyd, Richard S.; "A Comparative Study of the Output of the
Schenectady Locomotive Works with the Baldwin Locomotive
Works."

Fall 1989

  33 Mannino, Joseph; "The Troy Public Library, 'A Renaissance
Revival'."

Fall 1989

  34 Mantione, John V.; "Ralph R. Osgood, 'Builder of the Patented
Osgood Boom Dredge.' "

Fall 1989

  35 McLeod, Jamie; "A Sketch of the Young Women's Association of
Troy, New York (1883 - 1915)."

Fall 1989

  36 Ogawa, Karen; "Public Education in Troy, 1850 - 1860." Fall 1989
  37 Pfaeffle, Jamie; "Types of Iron Ore Found in New York and

Western New England During the 19th Century and Their
Respective Advantages."

Fall 1989

  38 Rinaldi, Mary; "Theodore Dehone Judah." Fall 1989
  39 Rudd, Stuart; "The History of the Portec Rolling Mill in South

Troy."
Fall 1989

  40 Tupper, James; "Iron Ore Mining and Smelting in Columbia
County, New York."

Fall 1989

  41 Daley, Kimberly; "Blacks in Troy During the Nineteenth
Century."

Fall 1990

  42 Duffy, Denise M.; "Elisha Waters and His Paper Boats." Fall 1990
  43 Grimes, Stacey; "A History of the Rensselaer Valve Company." Fall 1990
  44 Lembree, Laurence J.; "Theodore D. Judah." Fall 1990
  45 Maguire, Aileen; "A Survey of Iron Ore Mining and Smelting in

the Salisbury, Connecticut Area."
Fall 1990

  46 Masterpolo, Dana; "Sanford Cluett: The Man, The Inventor." Fall 1990
  47 Smyer, Stephanie; "The Lancasterian School Method and

Lancasterian Schools in Lansingburgh and Troy."
Fall 1990

  48 Worthen, William J.; "Troy As A 19 Year Old Iron Worker." Fall 1990
7 1 Shiverick, Bradley N.; "The Modern Interpretation of Greek

Architecture and Its Roots in Ancient Greek Philosophy and
Mathematics."

Spring 1991

  2 Allen, Mitzie; "Sanitation and Public Health Efforts in Nineteenth
Century Troy."

Fall 1991

  3 Almon, Michael S.; "8 Washington Place, Troy, New York: A
House History."

Fall 1991

  4 Boonstra, AJ; "The Power Canals of Cohoes." Fall 1991
  5 Caratzas, Michael D.; "Leland Stanford: War Governor of

California, Railroad Builder, and Watervliet Native."
Fall 1991

  6 Caratzas, Mike; "A Unique Industrial City: Troy in the
Nineteenth Century."

Fall 1991
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  7 Cerwinski, Robert and Warren Harris; "A Reconstruction of the
Watervliet Sidecut Region, 1860 - 1870."

Fall 1991

  8 Clapp, Michael W.; "Entertainment: 19th Century Troy." Fall 1991
  9 Connors, William; "Early Papermaking Efforts in Troy." Fall 1991
  10 Cutting, Scott P.; "The Rensselaer Iron Works." Fall 1991
  11 Garson, Dorian; "Invention in 19th Century Troy." Fall 1991
  12 Geraldi, Mark A.; "Enduring Catastrophe: Landslides in

Nineteenth Century Troy."
Fall 1991

  13 Hayes, Duane; "Sounds of Success: A Comparison of Bell
Manufacturing in Troy and Beyond."

Fall 1991

  14 Hogan, Therese; "The Class of People Who Took Night Boats
From Troy to New York City in the Nineteenth Century and
Experiences They Had."

Fall 1991

  15 Mills, Michael; "The History of Portec in Troy." Fall 1991
  16 Minerva, Chris; "Orphanages as a Building Type." Fall 1991
  17 Snyder, Michael; "The Troy Union Depot." Fall 1991
  18 Sopchak, Nicholas D.; "History of John L. Thompson, Sons &

Co., Druggists."
Fall 1991

  19 Strasser, James K.; "Sources of Charcoal for the Early Troy Iron
Industry."

Fall 1991

  20 Waterhouse, Joana; "An Architectural Study of Proctor's
Theater."

Fall 1991

  21 Wong, Lance; "Steaming Over the Canals." Fall 1991
  22 Wong, Russell; "The Eddy Family of Troy and the Making of

Paper Currency Ink."
Fall 1991

  23 Wrenn, Peter D.; "The Rice Building." Fall 1991
  24 Ellia, Matthew S.; "Classical Elements in 18th and 19th Century

Architecture, Furniture, and Painting."
Spring 1992

  25 Fortuna, Dominick J.; "Prominent Members of the Warren Family
and Their Accomplishments."

Spring 1992

  26 McNeal, Michael; "Carriages and Coaches." Spring 1992
  27 Snyder, Michael; "The Manufacture of Handmade Glass in

America After 1850."
Spring 1992

  28 Wrenn, Peter; "The Cannon Building." Spring 1992
  29 Angell, Paula D.; "Edward W. Loth and His Work." Fall 1992
  30 DiPaola, Anthony; "House History, The Griswold House." Fall 1992
  31 Matkovits, Stephen; "The Role of Parks in 19th Century Troy." Fall 1992
  32 Mohovich, Shawn; "Troy's Civil War Balloonist and His

Equipment."
Fall 1992

  33 Pappalardo, Tom; "Troy's Craftsman Cabinetmaker: Elijah
Galusha."

Fall 1992

  34 Robideau, Renee; "The Meneely Bell Foundries of Troy and
Watervliet."

Fall 1992

  35 Salustri, Chris; "The History of Gas Lighting in Troy." Fall 1992
  36 Seligman, Daniel G.; "The Steamboat Trojan." Fall 1992
  37 Valenta, Jay; "The Frear Building." Fall 1992
  38 Bushika, Daryl; "The Effects of the Industrial Revolution on

Troy, America, and the World."
Fall 1993

  39 Culmone, David A.; "The Troy and Schenectady Railroad
Company."

Fall 1993
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  40 Drury, Jeanie; "Public, Primary and Secondary Education in Troy
in the Last Half of the Nineteenth Century."

Fall 1993

  41 Nack, Amy; "The Housing and Community on Mount Ida, Troy,
NY."

Fall 1993

  42 Pollock, Gregory R.; "Uri Gilbert and Street Railway Cars." Fall 1993
  43 Rinaolo, Ronald J.; "Riverboat Boiler Explosions in 19th Century

America."
Fall 1993

  44 Rogers, Keith J.; "Troy Breweries." Fall 1993
  45 Russo, John P.; "Public Entertainment in the 19th Century." Fall 1993
  46 Smith, Karin L.; "The Cluett Family." Fall 1993
  47 Theis, Peter R.; "Woodside: The House of Henry Burden." Fall 1993
  48 Thomas, Ryan O.; "Squire Whipple: The Father of Iron Bridge

Building in America."
Fall 1993

  49 Valls, William A.; "An Outline of the Contents of the Memoirs
and Other Papers of Anthony Walton White Evans, '36."

Fall 1993

8 1 Johnson, Todd; "Bridge Truss Systems Designed By Rensselaer
Alumni in the 19th Century."

Fall 1994

  2 Lund, Abbey D.; "Orphans and Orphanages of Troy." Fall 1994
  3 RajGuru, Devki K.; "Innovation in Troy." Fall 1994
  4 Riley, Evan; "Streetcar Output of the Eaton and Gilbert Company

Before 1860."
Fall 1994

  5 Scammell, Denise; "Social Life on Night Boats and Day Boats on
the Hudson in the 19th Century."

Fall 1994

  6 Bullough, Sloane; "Lesson Plan for Troy Hogh School
Alternantive Learning Center" (2 lesson plans).

Fall 1996

  7 Bullough, Sloane; "Heritage Tourism: A First Step in Promoting
Historic Preservation."

Fall 1996

  8 Barsony, C.L.; "A Brief History of the Ogden Mills in Cohoes,
N.Y."

n.d.

  9 Bell, James; "The SS City of Troy." n.d.
  10 Besse, Mark; "Transportation in the Nineteenth Century Industrial

City."
n.d.

  11 Boetig, Paul; "The Great Proliferation of Churches in Industrial
Troy."

n.d.

  12 Brodersen, John; "Canal Boat Captain Presentation." n.d.
  13 Callahan, Christopher W.; "The Rold of the Walking Beam

Engine in the History of Steam Propulsion on the Hudson River."
n.d.

  14 Cattarin, Gary M.; "The History of the Troy and Boston Railroad
Prior to the Construction of the Hoosick Tunnel."

n.d.

  15 Chauvot, Robinson; "History of Geiger and Bluhm." n.d.
  16 Connor, William A.; "The Eaton and Gilbert Railroad Car

Company, 1830 - 1895."
n.d.

  17 Dean, Marc; "The Walking Beam Steam Engine." n.d.
  18 DeLuca, Mark; "Secular Music in the Middle Ages." n.d.
  19 Deranian, Stephen; "The Collar Industry of Troy." n.d.
  20 Dufel, Timothy; "The Folklore of the Watervliet Sidecut." n.d.
  21 Flynn, Brian J.; "The Nature of Invention in Nineteenth Century

America With Examples from Troy."
n.d.

  22 Fowble, R. Lawson, Jr.; "Some Notes on Investigating Historic
Figures."

n.d.
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  23 Geoghegan, David; "Oakwood Cemetery." n.d.
  24 Harns, Vincent P.; "Rensselaer and Saratoga Roundhouse." n.d.
  25 Hillje, Scott; "Warren Family Mortuary Chapel in Oakwood

Cemetery."
n.d.

  26 Howard, John; "Troy Newspapers." n.d.
  27-31 Kaplan, Jeffrey, Edward Pesant and Keith Riley; "W. & L.E.

Gurley, 1845 - 1908: A Documentation."
n.d.

  32 Keefe-Watkinson, Jeanne M.; "Life in the Alleyways of Troy,
N.Y. During the 19th Century."

n.d.

  33 Keilen, Ed; "Greek Revival Worker Housing." n.d.
  34 Koleda, Randy; "Henry Ford and Green Island." n.d.
  35 Levesque, Michael; "The Development of the Water Power

Systems in the Industrial Cities of Cohoes, New York, and
Nashua, New Hampshire."

n.d.

  36 Olsson, Robert; "Brick Works - Troy." n.d.
  37 Quinlivan, Patrick J.; "The Erie and Champlain Canals." n.d.
  38 Quinn, Paul E.; "Edward Murphy." n.d.
9 1 Randall; "Troy Transcontinental Railroad." n.d.
  2 Rousselle, Paul; "Federal Arch." n.d.
  3 Rothman, Neil; "The Union Bridge." n.d.
  4 Rubenstein, Carl A.; "Design for a Stove Museum in Troy." n.d.
  5 Saunders, Ken; "The Development of the Central Business

District of Troy."
n.d.

  6 Savage, Michael; "The Development of Troy, N.Y. as an
Educational Center."

n.d.

  7 Seelye, David; "Pilgrimages and Pilgrims of the 11th and 12th
Century."

n.d.

  8 Stamatedes, Michael; "A Comparison Between the Work of the
Society of Useful Manufactures in Paterson, N.J. and the
Development of the Poestenkill Gorge in Troy, N.Y.

n.d.

  9 Williams, Anne; "Life as a Northeast Traveler." n.d.
  10 "The Industrialization of Troy, 1790 - 1890." n.d.
  11 "Bell Foundries of Troy." n.d.

Series III: Miscellaneous Research Notes

Box Folder Contents Date
9 12 Berkley, David M.; "19th Century Troy - An Industrial City." Fall 1980
  13 Bergenthal, Jan; "Baker Island Bessemer Steel Plant" --

Photographs.
n.d.

  14 "The Burden Ironworks." n.d.
  15 Silverman, Richard; "Button Fire Engine Company, Waterford,

N.Y."
Fall 1975

  16 Canal Research Materials n.d.
  17 Kelly, Margaret; "Deborah Ball Powers." Fall 1979
  18 "Gothic Conceptions of Space in Pictorial Tapestry." n.d.
  19 Clarke, Brandon; "Henry Burden - Inventor" -- Slide

Presentation and Research Notes.
n.d.

  20 Scammell, Denise; "History of Troy Timeline" -- Draft. n.d.
  21 Industrial Archaeology Notes n.d.



Thomas Phelan Research Papers - Inventory

file:///H|/rpi.edu/dept/library/html/Archives/access/inventories/2006-12_inventory.html[9/1/2009 2:50:24 PM]

  22 "Manning Paper Co. - Mt. Ida Mill." Fall 1974
  23 "Meneely Bells." n.d.
  24 "Patterson, N.J. - Dublin Neighborhood." n.d.
  25 Uhl, R.; "Patterson, N.J. and Troy, N.Y." -- Notes and Photos n.d.
  26 Pattison, J.; "Rice Building." Fall 1991
  27 "Urban Development: Troy, 1789 - 1997." n.d.
  28 Siebein, Gary; "Troy: A 19th Century Industrial City." Fall 1977
  29 Towne, Richard; "Troy Built Stage Coaches." Fall 1980
  30 "Troy Fire Companies" -- Notes n.d.
  31 "Troy's Religious Congregations" -- Notes n.d.
  32 "Waterpower on the Poestenkill." Fall 1974
  33 Unidentified slide list and Troy timeline n.d.
o/s
box 1

  Hand-drawn maps representing Poestenkill development from
the 17th Century to the 20th Century.

n.d.

Series IV: Transcriptions

Box Folder Contents Date
10 1 Adams, [Charles Francis]

Daily Albany Argus
[Daily] Albany Argus
Fitzpatrick, [John C.]

 

  2 Assembly Documents  
  3 NY Public Library

Bonney, [Mrs. Catharina]
Brown, [Everett] - MO Comp[romise]
Brown, [Everett] - Pres[idential] Elec[tion]
Buckingham, [J.S.]

 

  4 SVR's Library Catalogue
Cheney, [Edward P.] - Anti-Rent Agitation
Columbia U[niversity] - DeWitt Clinton Pap[ers]
Register of Debates [in] Congress
Cooper, [James] - No[rthern] County
Cowen, [Esek] - Cases [in the] Supreme CT
Daily Alb[any] Advertiser

 

  5 Ekirch, [Arthur A., Jr.] - D[aniel] D[ewey] Barnard
Ellis, [David] - Landlords and Farmers [in] 1790-1850
Foote, [Katharine] - Ebenezer Foote

 

  6 Hammond, [Jabez?] - History [of] NYS Politics
Carter, [Nathaniel]
Hough, [Franklin B.] - NYS Gazetteer
Howell, [George R.] and Tenney, [Jonathan] - Hist[ory of the]
County of Alb[any, NY]

 

  7 Johnson, [William] - Supreme CT
Lamb, [Mrs. Martha J.] - [The] V[an] R[ensselaer] Manor
Lester, [Dixon] - Am[erican] Society
Library of Congress
Lincoln, [Charles Z.] - Messages from Gov[ernors]
Morison, [Samuel] - Life [and Letters of] H[arrison] G[ray] Otis
Morison, [Samuel] - Three C[enturies] of Harvard
Munsell, [Joel] - Annals of Alb[any]

 

  8 Van Rensselaer, Maunsell  
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Niles' W[ee]kly Register
Bonney, [Mrs. Catharina]
NYS Archives
Hist[orical] Soc[iety of] PA

  9 NYS Hist[orical] Soc[iety]  
  10 Harvard Univ[ersity]

Barnes, [Thurlow Weed]
Schoonmaker, [Marius]
Livingston, [Edwin]
Schachner, [Nathan]
Senate House Mus[eum]
Werner, [Edgar]
Matthews, [Albert]
Gebhard, [Elizabeth L.]
Handlin, [Oscar]

 

  11 Pope, [Franklin]
Maclean, [John]
Burr, [Nelson R.]
Archives [of the State of] NJ
Collins, [Varnum]
Chastellux, [Marquis de]
Cheyney, [Edward P.] - Anti[-Rent] Move[ment]
Schuyler, [George W.]

 

  12 NY State Library  
  13 NY State Library  
  14 NY State Library  
11 1 NYS Senate Docs

Rammelkamp, [C.H.] - 1824 Campaign
Reynolds, [Cuyler]
Rice, [Harriet]
RPI Library

 

  2 Smith, [Margaret]
American Farmer
Tuckerman, [Bayard]
Van Deusen, [Glyndon G.]
Weed, [Harriet A.]
Wendell, [John L.] - Supreme CT
Albany Advertiser
American Congress

 

  3 Albany Gazette
Albany Congress
Johnston, [Henry P.]
Fink to Dyer - [Letter from W.B. Fink to Chester Dyer, other
letters that were addressed to Fink]

 

  4 Fox, [Dixon]  
  5 King, [Charles R.]

Cornell U[niversity]
J[ournal of the] Convention [of the] S[tate of] NY
Mayer, [Josephine]
Lodge, [Henry C.]

 

  6 Alexander, [Samuel]
Wertenbaker, [Thomas]
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Van Laer, [A. J. F.]
Sherwood, [Warren]
Nissenson, [S. G.]
Lamb, [Mrs. Martha J.] - Hist[ory of] NY [City]
Weise, [Arthur] - Hist[ory of the] City [of] Alb[any]
Spencer, [Charles]

  7 Spaulding, [E. Wilder]
O'Callaghan, [E. B.]
Seldon, [Henry R.]
Murrary, [David]
Miner, [Clarence E.]
Marriage Licenses
Higgins, [Ruth L.]
Rensselaerswyck Manu[scripts]

 

  8 Weise, [A. J.] - Hist[ory of the] 17 Towns [of Rensselaer County]
Sylvester, [Nathaniel]
Winsor, [Justin]
Bien, [Joseph R.]
Barnard, [Daniel D.]
Christman, [Henry]
Gordon, [Thomas F.]
Van Rensselaer, K[iliaen]

 

  9 Van Rensselaer, May
Paltsits, [Victor]
Pepper, [C., Jr.]
[The] Saratogian
Anthony, [Robert W.]
Minard, [John]
Fitzpatrick, [John C.]
Humphreys, [Mary]

 

  10 Lossing, [Benson J.]
Tuckerman, [Bayard]
Wharton, [Anne]
Last Will and Test[ament of] SVR
Runk, [Emma Ten Broeck]
Barnard, D[aniel D.] - Discourse [on] SVR
Barnard, H[enry]
Baxter, [Katharine]

 

  11 Peltz, [W. L. L.]
Chart [of the] V[an] R[ensselaer]s
Van Laer, [A. J. F.] - V[an] R[ensselaer] Bouvier Manu[scripts]
Van Vechten Papers
Van Schaak, [Henry C.]
Spooner, [Walter W.]
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