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MERK: Mary Ellen Rathbun Kolb 

TAG: Tammy Gobert 

MJKS: Mary Jane Kolb Stanley 

JM: Jenifer Monger 

 

Note: This is the original transcript which was completed on February 27, 2014. This transcript 

follows the Baylor University Institute for Oral History Style Guide. 

 

[00:00] 

 

JM: This is the second interview being conducted with Mary Ellen Rathbun Kolb, RPI Class of 

1946, on behalf of the Institute Archives and Special Collections department, Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute, Troy, NY. It is taking place on Monday, January 6th, at Atria Shaker 

Assisted Living Center in Albany, NY. The interviewers are Assistant Institute Archivist, Jenifer 

Monger, and Automation Archivist, Tammy Gobert. Also present is Mary’s daughter, Mary Jane 

Kolb Stanley, RPI Class of 1969.  

JM: So Mary, we met with you in November, and you gave us a lot of really great information 

about your time at RPI in the mid-forties.  

MERK: Okay. 

JM: So we’re back, and we wanted to ask you a few more questions, primarily about 

commencement and beyond.  So, not as much about your time at RPI, but we were hoping 

maybe you could-- 

MERK: You usually forget things after commencement. 

(Laughter) 

JM: Well, we kept it simple. But of course the first thing I wanted to show you, which you’re 

familiar with, is this image here of--Lois, you and President Houston. Do you remember this 
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photo at all? [See Appendix  A. Image of Lois Graham, Livingston Houston, and Mary Ellen 

Rathbun] 

MERK: Sure.  

JM: So based on that image, can you, do you remember commencement? Can you describe 

commencement for us?  

MERK: Commencement? No, I don’t remember commencement.  

JM: Okay. Well we understood that it took place in the ’87 Gym. 

MERK: Oh, but I think everything took place in the ’87 Gym.  

JM: I know. I think that was the only--section. Here’s another. This is your class here. We 

thought you might like to see that.  

[2:01] 

MERK: I couldn’t find myself--there are a million kids there.  

(Laughter) 

JM: Yeah, and we thought this was quite interesting too, that Houston had addressed you and 

Lois specifically in his commencement address, which we thought was quite lovely. [See 

Appendix B. Alumni News, May 1945 pgs. 14-15]. 

MERK: I remember my first chemistry professor, who was very nice, and our first meeting--we 

were sort of in the vicinity together--he was in the front of the class of course, and he said, 

“This reminds me of classes I had”--and he mentions where he was at the time--because that 

was coed. Here I am right in the middle of the first row with about sixty other, sixty fellows. 

JM: One question that we had about commencement--did your parents attend graduation?  

MERK: Did I what? 

JM: Did your parents go to your graduation? Do you remember? 
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[03:04] 

MERK: I suppose so.  

JM: Okay. And any other family members, that you recall?  

MERK: No, I was an only child. So was Ed. 

JM: Okay. Did Edward go to your graduation?  

MERK: Ed? 

JM: Yeah.  

MERK: I don’t know where he was at that point.  

JM: Okay.  

MERK: He’d gone to Harvard from RPI, so whether he came back for that thing or not-- 

JM: Oh, okay. And were you engaged by then?  

MERK:  We were engaged for years and years--about four years. 

(Laughter) 

JM: Okay. We understand you had an opportunity to work at Chrysler after graduation.  

MERK: Yes. One of my professors and I were supposed to go down and work someplace in New 

Jersey, and they had a strike. That cut out everything.  

JM: Okay. That’s interesting.  

TAG: Did you actually get hired—before the uh--Were you hired before the strike went on? 

MERK: Was I what? 

TAG: Were you hired for a position before the strike started?  
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MERK: I’m not sure. I went with one of my professors, and our understanding was that we were 

both supposed to work for this company, so I assume that he made some arrangements. 

JM: Were you recruited? Was it a recruitment of any kind?  

MERK: Not that I know of. 

JM: Okay.  

MERK: I just know he was one of my favorite professors. 

JM: Okay. 

MERK: He had a job for both of us.  

JM: Oh, wow, okay.  

MERK: Temporarily, I think, it turned out.  

JM: And which professor was this? I thought you’d-- 

MERK: I don’t remember. It was a few years ago. 

TAG: Was that Professor Arnold? 

JM: Professor Arnold? That sounds familiar.  

TAG: Professor Arnold, he was a chemistry professor. Is that who it was? 

MERK: Yeah, that sounds right. 

MERK: Orlan Arnold. 

JM: Oh, okay.  

[05:00] 

MERK: Orlan Arnold. 

TAG: Yup, that’s the name. 
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JM: Okay. That sounds familiar.  

MERK: Was that his first name? 

TAG: Um hm. 

JM: Orlan, okay. Did you consider any other jobs or was it just Chrysler in particular? 

MERK: That job was lined up and we started to go to that and they were having a strike. 

JM: Hm. 

MERK: So about then, Ed turned up and said let’s get married. 

(Laughter) 

MJKS: You were in Detroit for a while though weren’t you Mom? Or was it Chicago? 

MERK: I don’t know. I was in Detroit before then, but afterwards I don’t know. 

JM: What was going on in Detroit? 

MERK: I have no idea. 

MJKS: Okay at some point you were working on the early electron microscopes, but I don’t 

know if that was in Detroit. Do you remember? 

MERK: I remember the microscope. That was the early days. 

MJKS: Yeah, where was that? 

MERK: The early one things I was working on were up at a higher level. I know I had to climb up 

to get there. Then stand on top of the thing. I don’t know if that was the microscope or 

something else. What else comparable would be around then? 

TAG: There was so much going on for the war effort, but that would’ve ended about the time 

you got out of school. 
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JM: Right. One thing that comes to my mind, and I’m not sure if this was applicable but I 

thought Chrysler actually had a plant in Detroit or Chicago. 

TAG: Both. 

MERK: A what? 

JM: A plant.  

MERK: This was something like a microscope. 

JM: Okay--okay. Interesting, I can’t think of anything comparable. 

TAG: But Chrysler was, as were all the major car companies at that time developing-- 

MERK: In the early days ---something. I had to climb up to it. 

JM: Okay. 

MERK: It was about head high level--a little shorter than that. It was a few years ago.  

(Laughter) 

[07:48] 

JM: I know--we’re trying to pull it out. 

MERK: Mostly you’re trying to get through at that point. I mean the war is going on; you 

wanted to get through school so you could help the country and all this other business. 

JM: Yeah, okay. So we have early electron microscope to go on right? 

MJKS: Right-- 

JM: Okay-- 

MJKS: And if I can remember from what I was told, some of the work you were doing, mom, as 

a metallurgical engineer, was finding what materials could be used to build the microscope that 
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would be most effective at containing the radiation and also not interfering with the results you 

looking for. But that’s about as much as I can remember being told. 

MERK: I don’t remember. 

JM: Alright, well we have yearbooks from the time you were at RPI. So we thought it might be 

fun to show you--we think we see you in some of these pictures--Are you ready? 

MERK: That I’m not sure about. 

JM: Well actually this one is 1944 and one thing I inserted in here is--from the Alumni News 

from 1943. I know it’s a little difficult to see--it’s a photocopy in black and white. But we were 

wondering if this is a good representation of what you remember being on campus. A lot of 

boys in military garb. [See Appendix C. Alumni News, October, 1943 pgs. 12-13]. 

MERK: Um hm--I’m trying to remember how long they were there, for a year or three quarters 

of a year, a couple years. 

JM: I’m not sure, I know they were coming and going very very quickly. 

MERK: That as true. 

JM: Right. 

TAG: There were multiple programs so they might have been coming and going at different 

rates. 

[10:15] 

MERK: So the guy next to you might not be there the next day. 

JM: Yeah. 

MERK: Everybody didn’t know where he was, either. 

JM: Okay. 
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MERK: It was kind of fluid with people moving in and out. 

JM: Yeah. 

MERK: Some of your professors too. I mean everybody was moving. We were trying to get 

through the war, we were trying to win, we were trying to do all this other stuff. 

JM: Right. Yeah we thought some of these were pretty interesting. You know, seeing guys in 

their uniforms on campus. And here’s the ‘86 Field with some drills going on. Did you ever see 

any of these drills going on? 

MERK: Oh yes, they were marching all over the place. 

JM: Yeah. 

TAG: Is this what your classrooms looked like? 

MERK: That looks familiar. Everybody was working very hard trying to get through. And of 

course a lot of them were disappearing too.  

JM: That must have been difficult. 

MERK: Yeah. 

JM: Okay, I have some other pages marked here that I thought you might be-- 

MERK: It’s not so easy trying to remember back there either. 

JM: I know. This we have here. 

MERK: Ed’s. 

JM: Yes, Sig Ep. 

MERK: Yep, that’s Ed in the middle. He was president at that point, I think. 

JM: Okay. Do you remember any of these other boys? [See Appendix D. The Transit, 1944 Sigma 

Phi Epsilon, pg. 89]. 
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MERK: They look familiar. But no I don’t know where any of them are now.  

JM: Okay, let me just turn to--we just picked a few that you might be excited to see. You had 

mentioned Dr. Arnold, and so this is chemical engineering and I think that’s Dr. Arnold. [See 

Appendix E. The Transit, 1944 Chemical Engineering Department, pg. 99]. 

MERK: I think so too. Very nice guy. 

JM: And so this is the gentleman that you had travelled with to go to Chrysler. 

MERK: We got down there and they were on strike. 

JM: That’s amazing. 

MERK: [unintelligible] not even arrived. Just found out they were on strike and that was it. 

TAG: Do you recognize any of the other gentlemen in that picture?  

MERK: Anyone I should recognize in there? Chem professor maybe-- 

TAG: What about the woman in front?  

JM: Houston. 

MERK: Who’s that? 

JM: I guess her last name is Houston. 

MERK: Who? 

JM: Houston. 

MERK: She must’ve been a teacher. 

[13:54] 

MERK: There started to be several female teachers. 

JM: Okay. 
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MERK: Is her name given? 

JM: Just the last name which is Houston. 

MERK: That’s a big help. 

(Laughter) 

JM: Oh, Miss M.C. Houston. That’s all that’s mentioned, oh, “she was a much needed asset.” 

MERK: It was a while ago remember. 

JM: Okay, and then of course, your department, metallurgical engineering--and I believe in our 

previous meeting with you, you remembered Nippes. [See Appendix F. The Transit, 1944 

Metallurgical Engineering pg. 102]. 

MERK: Sure, of course. He was in Ed’s fraternity. Hunter of course. 

JM: Okay. 

MERK: Parks was too. The two of them were in Sig Ep. 

JM: Okay. 

[15:12] 

TAG: Did the Sig Ep faculty members ever socialize with the current students? 

MERK: I started out at Russell Sage, so my roommates dated Sig Ep of course—so I got involved 

in that. 

TAG: Did you ever socialize with the faculty? 

[15:56] 

MERK: Some of the students were becoming faculty. The whole thing was in kind of a mess 

anyway. Cause people were moving back and forth, you didn’t know where they were going to 

be or what their schedules were, or anything else. We were all trying to get through, like mad 
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trying to get through so we could work hard. But it’s a little difficult when you don’t know the 

next day whether  the person you were sitting next to was going to still be there. Some of your 

older students disappeared, some of them were killed—Very, very inconvenient. 

JM: Did you play cards with anyone? 

MERK: Anyone I could find. 

[16:51] 

JM: I think I remember that being mentioned in the last interview. 

MERK: I play any kind of cards. 

TAG: With some of these folks? Did you play cards with them? 

MERK: Hunter, Nippes. Nippes was in Sig Ep part of the time I think. 

TAG: Yeah. 

MERK: Parks we knew. He graduated and went somewhere out west. And he was older than 

most of these guys. But he’d never had a date so they had fun with the Russell Sage girls. I 

remember trying to push him, trying to push him up a flight of stairs at Sage—Sage was the 

place where the girls were--running something or other. They finally got him to date, finally got 

him going. I think he married her, I’m not too sure. 

(laughter) 

[17:44] 

MERK: I can remember them pushing him up the steps. 

JM: Trying to get him-- 

MERK: Just pushing him through the door, yeah. 

JM: Okay. 
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MERK: He’d spent all his life preparing to graduate, he was a--he had various degrees at that 

point. 

JM: From RPI? 

MERK: Yeah. He went someplace else first I don’t know where. 

JM: Edward--where’s Edward? [Showing another page-See Appendix G. The Transit, 1944, 

Edward Kolb, pg. 125 ].  

MERK: Eddie? This could be he right here. 

JM: Edward Paul Kolb, okay. 

MERK: Do you want to see what Daddy looked like honey?  

MJKS: I think I’ve seen pictures of this. 

JM: Handsome. 

MERK: Nice looking. Really nice guy. 

JM: Okay. I’ll move on to the next yearbook, okay? 

MERK: Sure. 

TAG: Do you mind if I ask a question about Ed? You said your husband went to Harvard after he 

graduated from RPI. 

MERK: Yeah. 

TAG: Did he get a degree from there? 

MERK: I don’t think so. 

[19:25] 
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MERK: Things were extremely confused. We’re still in the war; everybody was going to different 

places. And he went to Harvard, and I don’t know where he went from there. We got married 

pretty soon after that. 

TAG: So he graduated in 1944, and you continued to date while you were still at RPI? 

MERK: 44 or 42 I’m not sure. It was before we went there, before I went there. That was all so 

confused because you didn’t follow through four years with your own class. You sometimes had 

to do other things. You’d end up with the class of 42 or something or you had to get ahead. You 

just weren’t certain. 

JM: Right, and you went through so quickly too, you were accelerated, your program. 

MERK: Yeah, that’s right. And of course we went to school in the summer. And Sage didn’t 

which was confusing too. It was a lot easier to date the girls from Sage when they were there. 

JM: Well we thought this was interesting, this is the 1945 yearbook just showing some co-ed 

photos and there’s one photo in here that intrigued us, and we wondered if that was you? [See 

Appendix H. The Transit, Co-Ed 2 page spread]. 

[21:15] 

MERK: I don’t remember that suit. 

JM: Okay. We saw the young girl’s face and we thought, “Oh that looks like Mary Ellen.” 

MERK: Were they wearing a bathing hat? 

JM: I think so. 

MJKS: Makes it even harder. 

MERK: Maybe Mary could recognize me. 

MERK: Do you recognize your own mother? 

MJKS: We’ll see. 
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JM: Right here, the eyes just seemed to be a giveaway. 

MERK: No that wasn’t myself. 

JM: Okay. 

MJKS: Offhand I’d say no but I’d almost want to have a magnifying glass.  

MERK: The outfits are still the same. 

JM: But I think some of these girls were probably cadettes because there were so few 

matriculated women. 

MERK: Well there were only two of us in my class. And I didn’t know too many of the cadettes 

cause they were a separate group.  

[22:30] 

JM: Right, right. 

MERK: One of them came from my home town, I knew her. 

JM: Oh, do you remember her name? 

MERK: No.  

JM: Okay, fair enough. 

MERK: She could’ve been a Sheldon. 

JM: Last name Sheldon? 

MERK: That would be her maiden name. I know she married a guy soon after she got there. 

JM: Okay. 

MERK: I think her name was Sheldon, something Sheldon. 
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JM: Well I know when we met last you mentioned how much you enjoyed welding so when I 

saw this, I just thought it might be fun for you to see some of the welding. Did you do any of 

this? [See Appendix I. The Transit, Metallurgists, pg. 123]. 

MERK: We had a lot of fun with that. 

JM: Yeah. 

MERK: We had the most fun when we were using a mallet. And whacking while somebody else 

is holding a piece of steel and whacking the end with a mallet. I mean that was fun. 

JM: I would imagine, yes. 

[23:48] 

MERK: I don’t know if we did anything useful, but it was fun.  

MERK: Nippes, Parks looks familiar. Jones--familiar, he was a metallurgist. Some of them joined 

Ed’s fraternity too after a while. Nippes I think was one. Parks I’m sure of. Maybe two or three 

joined Ed’s fraternity. [See Appendix I.] 

JM: Okay. And the last yearbook is 1946. Though the photographs would be 1945 I think. 

[24:47] 

MERK: I have one of those books, I think I have that one. 

JM: This one? Okay. Well this is the one with you in it the most I believe--let’s see--Of course, 

there’s you. [See Appendix J. The Transit, Mary Ellen Rathbun, pg. 37]. 

[25:05] 

MERK: That’s one of my worst pictures.  

JM: Oh, I think you look beautiful.  

MERK: Of course.  
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(Laughter) 

MERK: [she points to several photos in the yearbooks]. He looks familiar. At the bottom?  

TAG: Yeah, I think this one. 

JM: Or is it James? 

MERK: [unintelligible]. 

TAG: Oh, I don’t know.  

JM: M.E. 

MERK: The names aren’t familiar. 

TAG: Oh, here we go. This name right here--J.A. 

MERK: On the bottom? Yeah.  

TAG: Yup.  

MERK: “Orlando” is familiar too. I’d say he was in Ed’s fraternity.  

TAG: Hm. 

MERK: That was a while ago.  

JM: It’s so interesting to see that--you know--your classmates in (uh) uniform. 

MERK: They changed a lot too--they were nice looking in those days. I don’t know what they 

look like now.  

(Laughter) 

JM: Different. 
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MERK: Nobody would recognize probably. I did remember they had two different pictures of 

me. One, I just, I’d recovered from something, I don’t know what it was, but the picture wasn’t 

very good. So, for some reason, I had another one taken. 

JM: There is another picture of you in this yearbook.  

MERK: Probably. They’re both supposed to be in here.  

JM: Okay.  

MERK: The names are familiar. Orlando--remember his name. [she mentions a few other names 

in a whisper]--name is familiar--he might have been a president of our class or something.  

[27:48]  

JM: Okay. Let’s see what else. What other surprises do we have in here? Oh, yes! So, here’s 

Lois, and we weren’t sure if maybe that was you--again. [See Appendix K. Lois Graham with 

another young girl, pg. 46]. 

MERK: Doesn’t look familiar. [Looking at other images] He looks familiar. What they all look like 

now I don’t know—[unintelligible]. 

TAG: Are there any members of the fraternity that you and Ed continued to remain friends with 

after graduating?  

MERK: Right now I don’t remember anybody. 

TAG: Okay. 

MERK: Of course Ed hasn’t been around for a long time either. 

JM: This is just a nice social scene. [See Appendix L. The Transit, Social Scene 2 pg. spread]. 

MERK: I like that one--those legs are nice [she points to one particular image in the spread and 

comments]. 
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(laughter) 

JM: Yes, we wondered about some of those photos. Dances--do you remember dances? 

MERK: They’re not too many, it was work time. Fortunately Sage was close by, so they could 

usually find a date if they needed one. Is Lois in there anywhere? 

JM: I didn’t see Lois in this section here. I actually wondered if some of these girls were 

cadettes, but they may have been Sage girls. 

MERK: We didn’t know the cadettes, we were entirely separate. They had the sort of thing--I 

remember they had one bit of equipment just like it--a push, no push. That sort of thing. I mean 

on that level, so there weren’t too many. 

JM: And here’s you. 

MERK: There I am. It’s one of the better pictures--[unintelligible]. 

JM: Can you tell us anything about your involvement with the Transit committee? [See 

Appendix M. The Transit, Transit Board, pgs. 62-63]. 

MERK: With the what? 

JM: With the yearbook committee. 

MERK: I got hooked onto it somehow. I don’t know quite what they wanted, but I was working 

with it somehow. 

JM: Okay. 

MERK: Nothing too complicated--one of my better pictures. The first one they took I wouldn’t 

let them use. 

TAG: I suppose that’s the advantage of being on the yearbook committee. 

[31:40] 
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JM: Right. And then of course, this is the last (um) group image with the Sig Ep brothers here.  

MERK: Ed is in there someplace? 

JM: He’s not actually in this one. He would’ve graduated (um). But we were wondering, after Ed 

graduated, did you continue to (um) hang out with any of the Sig Ep brothers, or did that fade 

away a little bit?   

MERK: Everybody disappears after they graduate, you know? 

JM: Yeah.  

MERK: Especially something like this where they’re not too sure where they’re going. 

JM: Right. 

TAG: Jen, do you have Lois’s picture? 

MERK: [unintelligible]. 

JM:[speaking to Tammy]. It would be--  

MERK: Very seldom saw them in their best clothes. 

(Laughter) 

MERK: They were usually in their work clothes.  

JM: Okay. 

MERK: Sid--I knew--He was lame I think as I remember--very nice, I guess, I remember. 

[Unintelligible] It’s mostly just so long ago--I’m trying to remember something.  

[33:18] 

JM: Mhm. Mary, what did Edward do after he graduated?  
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MERK: Let’s see. I know he was working. He was working in Jersey someplace. 

JM: Okay.  

MERK: Not too sure--Working someplace. 

JM: Okay. We were wondering while you were finishing your degree, where he might have 

been living or working, and how often you may have seen him. 

MERK: At one point he was working in Boston.  

JM: Okay. Okay.  

MERK: Now, let’s see. He finally graduated, I don’t know. When did I graduate, ’46? Maybe he 

finally graduated in ’44, something like that.  

JM: Um hm.  

MERK: So the problem of graduation, too, because people kept moving around and kept going 

into the army and back and forth, and you didn’t know where people were. 

[34:41] 

JM: Right.  

MERK: So I think a friend of his got a graduation diploma, but he never graduated. I could 

probably recall his name if I worked real hard. But with confusion like that, you don’t know 

what’s up.  

JM: Right.  

[35:00] 

MERK: But it sounds really nice.  

JM: Okay.  
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MERK: But it’s a few years ago, I can’t be much help here. 

JM: I Tammy just brought up, we should show you Lois’s yearbook picture too. Let’s see. 

MERK: [unintelligible]. 

JM: Here we go. There’s Lois.  

MERK: Um hm. This picture mostly--look familiar [pointing to a different image, not Lois].  

JM: Um hm. 

MERK: Of course one of them ended up in the Navy, as you probably figured out. 

TAG: Um hm. Do you know what Lois did immediately after college? 

MERK: The letters I’ve addressed to her have been near her home in the western part of New 

York. I’m not sure whether--where she was working.  

TAG: I know she eventually got a PhD, but I’m not sure how soon after graduation from RPI that 

happened.  

JM: Okay. 

MERK: I have no idea. 

JM: Okay.  

MERK: It was wartime. People disappeared. [Looking at another image] Greenblatt was a med I 

think.  

TAG: Was what?  

[37:27] 
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MERK: One thing I wanted to get some uh--the secretary here--[looking at another image]. I 

was gonna say her parents are probably long gone by now. Seems to me her married name was 

Weil--I didn’t know her husband. Or whether she has any children.  

JM: Okay. Well we also brought something fun maybe for Mary Jane.  

(Laughter)  

JM: We-- 

MERK: Where did that come from?  

JM: This is from the Alumni News, and-- 

MJKS: John emailed it to me. 

JM: Oh he did!  

MJKS: Yes. 

JM: So you’ve seen it.  

MJKS: Right. Yes I have.  

JM: Then I will show you, so [showing Mary Ellen]. (Laughter) There’s Mary Jane there. Class of 

1969.  

MERK: Do you have a clearer picture somewhere?  

JM: I don’t think that we do, unfortunately.  

TAG: That’s a photocopy of a photocopy, so that’s why it turned out like that.  

JM: I think there are a few Alumni News issues that we don’t have the originals, right?  

TAG: Right. 
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JM: Okay.  

TAG: Unfortunately, that’s one of them.  

[38:58] 

MERK: Did you see your picture? 

MJKS: Yes, I did.  

(Laughter) 

(Extended pause) 

[39:45] 

TAG: Mary Jane, do you remember that article from when it first came out? 

MJKS: No, I don’t.  

TAG: Isn’t that funny. 

MJKS: I was surprised to see it. Although, I think all the--That was probably written--well it says 

October, so it must have happened in September. Or it was done in September and sent in for 

publication in October.  

JM: Okay. 

MJKS: I figure I was probably still in a haze, because, maybe two weeks or so into school and I’m 

still trying to figure out what’s going on.  

TAG: Was that your freshman year? What year-- 

MJKS: Yes it was. 

TAG: Oh my.  
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MJKS: Oh no, it said ’69? No, I don’t think so, I think it’s ’65.  

JM: ’65. 

MJKS: Yup. I started as a freshman right after Labor Day, maybe a week or so. I never-- So I have 

a feeling I hadn’t been there more than maybe a couple of weeks.  

JM: Okay. You must have had an interesting four years, too, at RPI.  

MJKS: Yeah, I guess I would say. Well, I think everybody has their own interesting college 

experience. 

(laughter)  

JM: When we think of the difference between the forties, and then the late sixties, you were 

there during Vietnam.  

MJKS: Correct. Now, she’s talking about “The War”, well for me, “The War” was Vietnam.  

JM: Right. And one other thing that Tammy and I thought of was she saw the switch from the 

clubhouse, that was--that’s now Lally, you had moved to the new Union.  

MJKS: Correct--Yes. 

JM: That must’ve been very interesting too, a new identity so to speak. 

MJKS: In a way. Also, it wasn’t part of I guess what we saw as being the core campus either. It 

was across the street now.  

JM: Right. 

MJKS: They’d expanded the campus. 

JM: Yeah. Yeah.  

MJKS: And there was not a walking bridge. I think there’s a walking bridge now.  



Mary Ellen Rathbun Kolb ’46 Oral History, Part II 
 

25 
 

JM: Yes. 

MJKS: When we did it, we had to, well imagine the college kids. We (laughter) would play 

chicken with all the traffic.  

JM: Um hm. 

TAG: There’s a nice crosswalk there, but the elevated bridge is very helpful.  

JM: Yeah. 

MJKS: Right.  

JM: Much safer. 

(Laughter) 

MJKS: Yes.  

MERK: That’s interesting. 

JM: But you said you’d seen it.  

MJKS: Yes, I’ve seen it. 

[42:09] 

JM: Okay. Well, I guess it wasn’t so much of a surprise.  

(Laughter) 

MERK: Of course Lois was the one I knew. She died a couple weeks ago.  

JM: Yeah. Well I think that those are all of the questions that we had. We were excited to show 

you all of these pictures to see if you remembered more, which you certainly did.  

MERK: I have this book someplace.  
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JM: Um hm. 

MERK: I’ve moved since then, I hope I still have it.  

JM: Yes, they are pretty good I think. Well, thank you both so much, again. 

MERK: Nice to see you. 

TAG: Nice to see you too. 

JM: You never know, we could be back. 

TAG: And if you think of anything else you want to tell us about, you know how to reach us. 

MERK: It was probably too long ago to revisit too much. 

TAG & JM: Yeah.  

MERK: And it was a very mixed up time also. People keep going. The fellow next to you’d be 

gone the next day. 

JM: Well, thank you, thank you very much. 

MERK: Nice to have met you. I might turn up at one these things. [to MJKS] Are we supposed to 

be at anything honey? 

MJKS: Not in the near future--let’s put it that way. 

TAG: All right, well thank you very much. 
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Appendix  A.    

The Troy Record, image of Lois Graham, Livingston Houston, and Mary Ellen 
Rathbun 
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Appendix B. 

Alumni News, May 1945 pgs. 14-15. 
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Appendix C. 

Alumni News, October, 1943 pgs. 12-13. 
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Appendix D. 

The Transit, 1944 Sigma Phi Epsilon, pg. 89. 
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Appendix E.  

The Transit, 1944 Chemical Engineering Department, pg. 99.
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Appendix F. 

The Transit, 1944 Metallurgical Engineering pg. 102.
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Appendix G.  

The Transit, 1944, Edward Kolb, pg. 125. 
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Appendix H.  

The Transit, Co-Ed 2 page spread. 
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Appendix I. 

The Transit, Metallurgists, pg. 123. 
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Appendix J.  

The Transit, Mary Ellen Rathbun, pg. 37. 
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Appendix K. 

Lois Graham with another young girl, pg. 46. 
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Appendix L. 

The Transit, Social Scene 2 pg. spread. 
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Appendix M. 

The Transit, Transit Board, pgs. 62-63. 
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