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Research/Reference Timeline 
Supplemental information for the Mary Ellen Rathbun Kolb Oral History 

 
*note: “HP” refers to William Otis Hotchkiss papers AC1 
 

Date Event 

 MER -  

 Location: Palmer, Massachusetts  

 Parents’ names: Oliver N. & Daisy 

 Grew up in Hoosick Falls, New York 

 Attended Bradford Junior College, Haverhill, Massachusettes 

1939-1945 WWII  

See RPI Bulletins 1942-1946 for general overview and atmosphere of campus 
during the war years. 

1940s Metallurgical Engineering Department (HP, etc.) 

 One of the newest departments on campus; 1st degree awarded in 1937. 

 Metallurgists are required in in all branches of mining, alloying, and 
fabrication of metals. 

 Extensive courses are given in metallurgical theory and laboratory practice 
– the 1942 Transit stated that the welding laboratory was one of the finest 
in the country. 

 Research conducted largely for war purposes carried out in the Welding 
Lab of ME Dept. under direction of Matthew Hunter. 

 Confidential welding research programs were sponsored by the Air Force, 
Navy Bureau of Aeronautics, and National Advisory Committee for 
Aeronautics, and Aluminum Company of America.  

 Several fellowships existed in the Welding Dept.: Welding Research 
Committee of the Engineering Foundation, International Nickel 
Corporation, Great Lakes Steel Research etc. 

 War research program in Metallurgical department a great success. 

8/1940 Under Pres. Hotchkiss1, evening classes began to be offered under the State 
Education Dept. Program for War Workers to previously employed workers 
to enhance their skills. (Hotchkiss Papers, a.k.a. HP) 

9/16/1940 Congress approves military conscription (draft) for men ages 21-36 
(www.history.com) 

10/9/1940 Engineering Defense Training Program (EDTP) Bill2 passed; all engineering, 
science and technology colleges were sought after by the U.S. government 

                                                           
1
 Hotchkiss was the first non-RPI graduate to serve as president of Rensselaer (1935-1943).  He was 

forced into retirement by the BOT ostensibly due to his age. 
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for war training purposes. The Bill allowed the Office of Education to 
contract with colleges. 

1941 RPI sets up Department of Naval Science and Tactics (HP) 

1941 RPI was the only college in NYS to have the NROTC so when war was on the 
horizon and colleges were split between army or navy training, RPI continued 
navy training. (HP) 

1941? V-5 Navy Flight Preparatory School for enlisted men with a turnover every 
three months 

 Navy curriculum required 3 semesters of 16 weeks in length. 

 Classes were 1 hour in length, 3 or 5 days a week including Saturday 
mornings. 

7/1941 Labor-Federal Security Appropriations Act authorized the addition of 
chemistry, physics, and production to be included in the war training effort 
further known as ESMDT which was the program RPI was involved in. 

1941 RPI initiates accelerated programs (HP) - 1942 

12/7/1941 Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 

 

12/8/1941 

12/11/1941 

6/5/1942 

U.S. declares war: 

 Upon Japan 

 Upon Germany & Italy 

 Upon Bulgaria, Hungary, & Romania 

9/1942 The Poly reports that RPI will admit women students for the first time 
(9/15/1942, pp. 1, 4). 

 All classes accelerated; freshman will graduate in April, May or June 1946 
(mandatory summer school; reduced holiday breaks, etc.); current seniors 
to graduate in Dec. 1942. 

 MER’s class began with 550 students; in April 1945, the graduating class 
was 116 (Poly, 4/10/1945, p. 2) 

Fall 1942 The Poly reports that “less than five women were finally accepted” in the fall 
of 1942 (4/6/1943, p. 2) 

9/1942 - ?/1946 The Pup is “banished” due to $$ deficit the previous year, poor circulation 
(Poly, 9/22/1942, p. 1) 

9/1942 New college loan fund announced for students in accelerated technical 
programs (Poly, 9/22/1942, p. 4) 

9/1942 At a large assembly the Joint War Presentation Board advises students to join 
a branch of the Reserves to avoid being drafted before they complete their 
education (Poly, 9/29/1942, p. 1); Dr. R.P. Baker advises men to make up 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
2
 Fact regarding war training at colleges: under EDTP women constituted 1%; with the addition of science 

and management course (ESMDT), women constituted 9%; when war began women constituted 22%. 
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their own minds (p. 2) 

10/24/1942 Interfraternity Ball features “war-stamp” corsages instead of flowers (Poly, 
10/20/1942, p. 1) 

10/1942 Nine week Civil Service courses offered to civilian trainees (Poly, 10/20/1942, 
p. 1) 

Fall 1942 Popular bandleader Glenn Miller enlists in the U.S. Army and disbands his 
orchestra (Poly, 10/20/1942, p. 1) 

10/1942 GM campaign expenses curtailed due to war effort as requested by the War 
Board (Poly, 10/27/1942, p. 1) 

10/1942 Free part-time courses offered for training in war production in cooperation 
with the NYS Education Dept. (Poly, 10/27/1942, p. 1) 

11/1942 Draft age expanded to 18-37, affecting most college-aged men 
(www.history.com) 

11/1942 Current batch of Navy Civilian Pilot Training (CPT) cadets shipped to NC for 
further training (Poly, 11/10/1942, p. 1) 

11/1942 Pres. Hotchkiss to return to campus since his Army Specialist Corps will be 
consolidated with the regular army (Poly, 11/10/1942, p. 1) 

11/1942 GM Parade omits floats, features a truck for collecting scrap metal for the 
war effort (Poly, 10/20/1942, p. 6); freshmen parade downtown in pink 
lingerie (Poly, 11/17/1942, p. 1) 

11/1942 Thanksgiving “abolished” so a full week of classes can be held (Poly, 
9/29/1942, p. 1) 

11/1942 Fraternities experiencing decreased membership; many frat houses are 
housing V-5 men (Flight Preparation cadets); some are forced to give up 
houses (Poly, 11/20/1942, p. 1) 

Winter 1942-
1945 

Numerous war-related efforts:  blood drives; war chest; collection of scrap 
metal, nylon/silk stockings, etc. (misc. Poly articles) 

12/1942 1943 Transit published early (Poly, 11/24/1942, p. 1) 

12/1942 – 
1/1943 

Freshmen begin to double up in Quad to make room for Naval Aviation 
Cadets; Navy CPT flyers to move out of Gym (Poly, 11/24/1942, p. 1) 

12/1942 Balcony added to Sage Dining Hall to accommodate increased student 
population (Poly, 12/8/1942, p. 1); now seats 600 (HP) 

12/7/1942 Campus commemorates the 1st anniversary of the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor with an assembly in the Gym; Pres. Hotchkiss letter commends  men 
who stay in school despite jibes for not enlisting immediately – emphasizes 
the nation’s need for technically trained people in both industry & the 
military (Poly, 12/8/1942, pp. 1, 4-5) 

12/8/1942 Bell System ad requests avoiding lengthy long distance phone calls due to 
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exigencies of war (Poly, 12/8/1942, p. 2) 

12/15/1942 In a letter to the editor, a junior proposes limiting access to the Clubhouse 
reading room to men as a memorial to the school’s all-male tradition (Poly, 
12/15/1942, p. 2) 

12/1942 Women at GE are being trained in engineering & lab work by RPI professor to 
fill positions vacated by servicemen (Poly, 12/15/1942, p. 2) 

1943 Physical Education schedule of 3x per week, but as soon as a hygiene course 
was completed, physical activity occurred daily. (1943 Letter to Alumni; see 
handbooks, too) 

1/11/1943 Navy-Bureau of Aeronautics established the flight prep school (Civilian Pilot 
Training or CPT program) at Rensselaer [CPT was already in existence by 
then]. Ground school twelve weeks long; 220 cadets enter and 200 leave 
every month. Classes held in Eaton, housed in freshman dorms on 15th, fed 
at RS Dining Hall. 

1/1943 Rumors of Army & Navy takeover of RPI dispelled (Poly, 1/19/1943, p. 1) 

1/1943 Blackout drill held during basketball game (Poly, 1/19/1943, p. 4) 

2/8/1943  Engineering, Science and Management War Training Program begins for 
male & female students (Poly, 2/2/1943, p. 1) 

2/13/1943 100 Curtiss-Wright Cadettes (female sophomores-seniors) arrive & begin a 
10-month “engineering aide” educational program funded by the airplane 
manufacturer (Poly, 2/9/1943, p. 1) 

 Later employed in basic engineering jobs in the propeller division (HP) 

 Cadettes lived 4-6 to a room in Ricketts and Thompson Houses 
(downtown), not at Emma Willard as previously planned (Poly) 

 Meals taken at Troy’s YWCA (HP) 

2/1943 RPI Players reduce the number of productions due to limited supplies & 
manpower (Poly, 2/2/1943, p. 4) 

Early 1943 Social events, athletics, club & fraternity activities continue, but Poly articles 
often mention personnel changes as students are called to active duty.  
Several mentions of “vic dances.” 

2/16/1943 Letter to editor describes animosity between RPI students and pre-flight 
Navy guys due to limited gym access, attitudes toward non-uniformed men, 
Clubhouse use, etc. (Poly, 2/16/1943, p. 2) 

3/2/1943 Letter from a C-W Cadette described frequent catcalls and stares (Poly, 
3/2/1943, p. 2?) 

3/2/1943 Curriculum changes due to wartime acceleration (Poly, 3/2/1943, p.4) 

3/1943 Measles outbreak on campus (Poly, 3/9/1943, p. 1) 

3/1943 Female member of the Class of 1946 participates in singing “Ah Me” (Poly, 
3/9/1943, p. 2) 
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3/1943 Free evening course offered in industrial safety (Poly, 3/9/1943, p. 3) 

3/?/1943 Sophomore Soiree and Junior Prom combined; corsages made of flowers & 
war stamps; MER is listed as Edward Kolb’s date (Poly Soiree Issue, 
3/20/1943, p. 20) 

Winter-Spring 
1943 

Lots of conflicting statements about educational deferments (Poly, various 
dates) 

3/1943 Amended constitution puts Rensselaer Union under the supervision of 
faculty advisor(s) due to rapid student turnover (Poly, 3/30/1943, p. 4) 

Spring 1943 Pro baseball pre-season curtailed due to rubber shortage (Poly, 3/30/1943, 
p. 2) 

4/6/1943 Letter to editor bemoans the loss of traditions, especially due to lack of 
inductees to honorary societies (Poly, 4/6/1943, p. 2) 

5/1/1943 Army Enlisted Reserve Corps called to active duty (Poly, 3/30/1943, p. 1) 

5/101943 Life magazine publishes a photo spread about the Curtiss-Wright Cadettes, 
including several pictures of Cadettes at RPI 

5/1943 Navy training plane parked on lawn in front of the Clubhouse (Poly, 
5/11/1943, p. 2) 

5/31/1943 Coast to coast broadcast of Teddy Powell’s Orchestra from the ’87 Gym 
(Poly, 5/25/1943, p. 1) 

7/1943 New freshman class admitted (Poly, 3/30/1943, p. 1) 

Fall 1943 Phalanx and other major dances cancelled “for the duration” (Poly, 
8/3/1943, p. 2) 

8/1943 Lois Graham elected Secretary-Treasurer of Rensselaer Central Rail Road 
(RCRR), (Poly, 8/3/1943, p. 4) 

8/1943 Campus Coordinating Committee formed by Rev. Seymour Smith to plan 
social activities, including Music for Listening, jukebox dances, variety shows, 
etc. (Poly, 8/17/1943, p. 1) 

Fall 1943 Limited sports schedule; some schools have dropped athletics (Poly, 
8/17/1943, p. 3) 

8/31/1943 Columnist asks if students want a coed RPI (Poly, 8/31/1943, p. 2) 

9/1943 4th round of free ESMWT instruction offered (Poly, 8/17/1943, p. 4) 

Fall 1943 Classes in riflery offered; some women enroll (Poly, 8/31/1943, p. 2) 

9/1943 Bluejackets bands performs at White Key Dance (Poly, 9/14/1943, p. 1) 

9/1943 Lois Graham in Debating Society competition (Poly, 9/14/1943, p. 1) 

Fall 1943 No Grease Rush or Introduction to Sageites (Poly, 9/14/1943, p. 1) 

9/1943 Free variety show put on by the Bilgers Club (Poly, 9/14/1943, p. 1) 

Winter 1943 No break announced except on Christmas Day! 48 weeks of classes per year 
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with 1 week between each term (Poly, 9/14/1943, p. 1) 

9/1943 Ex-RPI flyers pleases & chills students with stories of exploits (Poly, 
9/28/1943, p. 1) 

10/1/1943 President Hotchkiss retires; L.W. Houston steps up as Exec. V.P. (essentially 
acting pres.); new admin. structure (Poly, 9/28/1943, p. 1) 

10/1943 Troy parade includes 1,500 RPI military trainees (Poly, 10/12/1943, p. 1) 

10/1943 Glenwood home on Oakwood Ave. acquired by Sage for social events, 
including Bridge games (Poly, 10/12/1943, p. 1) 

10/1943 Some Curtiss-Wright Cadettes become RPI’s 1st female cheerleaders (Poly, 
10/14/1943, p. 1) 

10/1943 Student Fellowship formed - Christian organization (Poly, 11/16/1943, p. 1) 

10/1943 GM traditions omitted (Poly, 11/16/1943, p. 2) 

11/1943 Over $7,600 raised for War Fund (Poly, 11/30/1943, p. 1) 

11/1943 Fall Promenade held in ’87 Gym w. Dick Rogers orchestra (Poly, 11/30/1943, 
p. 1) 

11/1943 Classes held on Thanksgiving Day, followed by a turkey dinner despite meat 
shortages (Poly, 12/14/1943, p. 4) 

12/1943 Farewell article from a C-W Cadette (Poly, 12/14/1943, p. 1, 6); 84 graduate 
on 12/14 (Poly, 1/11/1944, p. 1)  

1/1944 Navy trainees strengthen athletic teams, but also begin to graduate (Poly, 
1/11/1944, p. 1) 

1/1944 Navy announces phase out of Flight Prep Program (Poly, 1/25/1944, p. 1) 

2/1944 NROTC seniors to be commissioned in March, before graduating (Poly, 
2/7/1944, p. 1) 

2/1944 New grading system in effect: A-D, F (Poly, 2/7/1944, p. 1, 5) 

2/1944 YMCA sets up a “Jungle Room” recreation area for students (Poly, 2/7/1944, 
p. 6) 

3/1944 Special engineering courses offered to returning veterans (Poly, 3/14/1944, 
p. 4) 

1943-1944 Veterans are frequent campus speakers, including both personal experiences 
& recruiting efforts (Poly, multiple issues) 

4/1944 Coeds move to Thompson House, get medical care, and use of gym on Wed. 
& Fri. if there are no conflicts! (Poly, 4/11/1944, p. 1) 

 Handbook states all students must have a locker, and sweatshirt must 
have student’s last name on it; did this apply to women students? 

4/1944 According to Selective Service Law, students who couldn’t graduate by 
7/1/1944 were subject to the draft when they became 18. (Poly, 4/25/1944, 
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p. 1, HP) 

4/17/1944 Election of MER as president of the RPI Women Students Organization (Poly, 
4/25/1944, p. 4) 

4/22/1944 RPI Women Students Organization hosts an informal dance at the Thompson 
House; the event is described as “the first social event to be given by women 
students attending the Institute” (Poly, 4/25/1944, p. 4) 

5/1944 Letter to editor laments the loss of traditions; Class of ’46 is the last to have 
experienced a “normal” freshman year (Poly, 5/9/1944, p. 2) 

5/15/1944 1275 persons were in training on campus, 950 were undergraduates, 278 
were civilians, the rest were V-12. 

6/1944 Sophomore Soiree called “Spring Soiree” because it combined 2 major 
dances due to wartime limitations (Poly, 5/20/1944, p. 1) 

 “Lipstick-Slipstick” exchange – what is it?? (Poly, 6/6/1944, p. 1) 

1942-1945 Union rebates (Poly, 6/6/1944, p. 1; multiple issues) 

6/21/1944 12 students at June commencement (Poly, 7/11/1944, p. 1) 

7/1/1944 275 incoming frosh between the ages of 16-18, 125 are civilians; all hope to 
finish 1 year (i.e. 8 mos.) before being drafted (Poly, 7/11/1944, p. 1) 

7/1944 Dr. Orlan Arnold of Chemistry Dept. leaves to head Chem. Lab at Chrysler 
Corp (Poly, 7/25/1944, p. 1) 

7/1944 RPI/VA offer disabled veterans vocational education & counseling (Poly, 
7/25/1944, p. 1) 

8/1944 Return of some pre-war frosh traditions, e.g. freshman smoker, beanies, 
grease rush, intro to Sage, “Ah Me,” etc. (Poly, 8/8/1944, p. 1) 

8/1944 Class “numbering” clarified, i.e. correlations between class years and actual 
graduation dates (Poly, 8/8/1944, p. 1) 

8/1944 MER named co-ed editor of the Transit (Poly, 8/8/1944, p. 1) 

8/1944 Girls “invade” ’87 Gym (Poly, 8/19/1944, p. 2) 

9/1944 Intro to Sage dance held for Freshmen (Poly, 9/6/1944, p. 1) 

9/1944 Women’s Organization working on future activities; considering a women 
frosh initiation; Miss Burke, the registrar, is advisor (Poly, 9/6/1944, p. 4) 

9/1944 Frat events increase as Navy programs wind down (Poly, 9/19/1944, p. 2) 

10/1944 Last V-5 battalion leaves; Flight Prep School closes on 10/10 (Poly, 
10/3/1944, p. 1) 

10/1944 Transit Board members change as students leave (Poly, 10/3/1944, p. 1) 

11/1944 Symphony Orchestra chaired by MER (Poly, 11/14/1944, p. 6) 

12/1944 Livingston Houston named president, acting pres. since 10/1943 (Poly, 
12/5/1944, p. 1) 
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12/1944 5 freshman women bring the total female enrollment to 28! (Poly, 
12/5/1944, p. 1) 

12/1944 RPI Veterans Association formed (Poly, 12/5/1944, p. 1) 

12/1944 Lois Graham elected sec.-treasurer of RCRR (Poly, 12/5/1944, p. 3) 

12/1944 Union governance to return to PU/GM model (Poly, 12/19/1944, p. 1) 

12/1944 Glee Club to present 1st Christmas vespers (Poly, 12/19/1944, p. 1) 

1/1945 Postwar planning announced – increased research, expanded 
campus/facilities, student spaces/services, etc. (Poly, 1/9/1945, p. 1) 

1/1945 Seniors beginning their thesis work (Poly, 1/23/1945, p. 2) 

1/1945 Ski team formed (Poly, 1/23/1945, p. 5) & local hills with tow ropes 
announced (p. 4) 

1/1945 Ned Harkness returns to coach lacrosse team; lots of sports action (Poly, 
1/23/1945, p. 4, etc.) 

2/1945 Phone service for Navy guys in basement of Sage (Poly, 2/6/1945, p. 1) 

2/22/1945 1st Class of ’46 commencement for 34 grads (Poly, 3/1/1945, p. 1) 

3/1945 “Wartime Activities” article lists RPI clubs, teams, etc. (Poly, 3/1/1945, p. 1) 

3/1945 V-12 Program to convert to ROTC by 7/1/1945 (Poly, 3/13/1945, p. 4) 

3/1945 Barbara Frankel is president of Women Students’ Org.; Alice Fitzgerald is 
Secretary of Union Executive Committee (Poly, 3/27/1945, p. 1, 4) 

3/1945 National Peace Plan Contest announced (Poly, 3/27/1945, p. 1) 

3/1945 Editorial decries cigarette hoarding after machines are filled; it seems 
everyone smoked! (Poly, 3/27/1945, p. 2) 

3/17/1945 Undefeated basketball team loses to Bowling Green at Madison Square 
Garden (Poly, 3/27/1945, p. 3) 

4/1945 Civilian students reminded to stand at attention during colors ceremonies at 
0800 and 1730 hours daily (Poly, 4/10/1945, p. 1) 

4/10/1945 Editorial about the Class of 1946 claims MER & LG “blazed a trail to be 
followed by many others” & described them as having “courage, 
perseverance, and high scholastic ability”; class gift is funding for an Athletic 
Hall of Fame (Poly, 4/10/1945, p. 2) 

4/20/1945 Senior “brawl” in Hendrick Hudson Hotel on Friday night; seniors presented 
with a “class paper” (Poly, 4/10/1945, p. 1) 

4/21/1945 Spring Soiree “A Night in Paris” w/ Blue Barron Orchestra (Poly, 4/21/1945) 

4/22/1945 2nd Class of ’46 commencement.  First two women graduates receive their 
degrees in the ’87 Gym; both are also elected as associate members of Sigma 
Xi (Poly, 4/10/1945, p. 1) 

 MER – Metallurgical Engineering (1 of 7 Met. E. grads) 
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 Lois Graham (daughter of Paul S. “Pop” Graham) – Mechanical Engineering 

→ This was the 7th commencement in 16 months (Poly, 5/8/1945, p. 1) 

4/22/1945 President Houston recognizes “the two young ladies graduating.” He 
congratulates them “as the pioneer women graduates” and remarks that 
“they have consistently stood among the top students in their respective 
studies.” (Alumni News, May 1945, p. 14) 

5/7 & 5/8/1945 V.E. (Victory in Europe) Day 

?/1945? - ?? Worked for Chrysler Corporation (Rensselaer Alumni News, 11/1946) 

7/1/1945  Pres. Houston addresses the incoming class and states that the Institute is 
going through a period of transition while the peace time approaches and 
fewer students are on campus. 

6/?/1946 MEK marries Edward P. Kolb, who graduated Aug. 20, 1944 (Rensselaer 
Alumni News, 11/1946) 

 Lois Graham serves as maid of honor 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


